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Main Menu

M1 Crab Nebula

Object Type: Supernova Remnant

Distance: 6,500 LY

Image : 120 minutes exp.

Scope: 86 SCT
Information

The Crab Nebula is a supernova remnant in the
constellation of Taurus. The nebula was observed by
John Bevis in 1731; it corresponds to a bright
supernova recorded by Chinese and Arab
astronomers in 1054. At Xray and gamma-ray
energies above 30 KeV, the Crab is generally the
strongest persistent source in the sky. Located ata
distance of about 6,500 light-years (2 kpc) from
Earth, the nebula has a diameter of 11 ly (3.4 pc) and
expands at a rate of about 1,500 kilometers per
second.

At the center of the nebula lies the Crab Pulsar, a
rotating neutron star, which emits pulses of radiation
from gamma rays to radio waves with a spin rate of
30.2 times per second. The nebula was the first
astronomical object identified with a historical
supernova explosion.

In October 2023 the James Webb Space Telescope
imaged M1 with its NIRCam and MIRI instruments,
producing the most detailed infrared view of the
remnant obtained to date. The observations mapped
the warm dust throughout the nebula for the first
time and traced its cage-like structure of ionized
sulfur filaments.



. . .',. . M2
Object Type: Globular Cluster
. Distance: 37,500 LY
. ' _ . Image : 75 minutes exp.
Scope: SCT 9.256

: ' Information
' M2 is a globular cluster in the constellation
Aquarius. It was discovered by JeanDominique
' : Maraldi in 1746 while observing a comet with
el . Jacques Cassini and is one of the largest known
TS TS globular clusters.

Charles Messier rediscovered it in 1760 but thought
it a nebula without any stars associated with it.
William Herschel was the first to resolve individual
stars in the cluster, in 1794.

At 175 light-years in diameter, it is one of the larger
globular clusters known. The cluster is rich, compact,
S O _ : and significantly elliptical. It is 13 billion years old

é -" 3 gou and one of the older globulars associated with the
SR i ' ' Milky Way Galaxy.

. : M2 contains about 150,000 stars, including 21

known variable stars. Its brightest stars are red and
yellow giants.
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M3

Object Type: Globular Cluster

Distance: 33,900 LY

Image : 60 minutes exp.

Scope: AP 50

Information

Messier 3 is a globular cluster in the constellation
Canes Venatici. It was discovered by Charles Messier
in 1764, andresolved into stars by William Herschel
around 1784. This cluster is one of the largest and
brightest, and is made up of around 500,000 stars. It
is located at a distance of about 33,900 light-years
away from Earth. M3 has an apparent magnitude of
6.2, making it visible to the naked eye under dark
conditions. From a moderate-sized telescope, the
cluster is fully defined. It is estimated to be 8 billion
years old.
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M4

Object Type: Globular Cluster

Distance: 5,500 LY

Image : 25 minutes exp.

Scope: Newt oni

Information

Messier 4 is a globular cluster in the constellation of Scorpius. It was
discovered by Philippe Loys de Chéseaux in 1746 and cataloged by
Charles Messier in 1764. It was the first globular cluster in which
individual stars were resolved. It is one of the easiest globular clusters
to find, being located only 1.3 degrees west of the bright star Antares,
with both objects being visible in a wide field telescope. Modestly sized
telescopes will begin to resolve individual stars of which the brightest in
M4 are of apparent magnitude 10.8. M4 is a rather loosely concentrated
cluster measures 75 light years across. At least 43 variable stars have
been observed within M4.

M4 is approximately 5,500 light years away making it one of the closest
globular clusters to our Solar System. Ithas an estimated age of 12.2
billion years. It is following an orbit through the Milky Way that has a
period of 116 million years. When passing through the disk, this cluster
does so at distances of less than 5 kpc from the galactic nucleus. The
cluster undergoes tidal shock during each passage, which can cause the
repeated shedding of stars. Thusthe cluster may have been much more
massive in the past. Photographs taken with the Hubble Space
Telescope in 1995 have revealed white dwarf stars in M4 that are
among the oldest known stars in the Milky Way Galaxy at an age of 13
billion years. One such white dwarf has been found to be a binary star
with a pulsar companion, PSR B162626 and a planet orbiting it with a
mass of 2.5 times that of Jupiter. In 1987 a millisecond pulsar was
discovered in M4 with a period ten times faster than the Crab Pulsar.

In 2023 astronomers reported that twelve years of Hubble Space
Telescope observations of the core of M4 indicate a concentration of
about 800 solar masses in a very small volume, a possible intermediate
mass black hole. The result is not conclusive, since a tight group of
stellar remnants could produce a similar signature.
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M5

Object Type: Globular Cluster

Distance: 24,500 LY

Image : 40 minutes exp.

Scope: SCT 9.256

B I Information
I Messier 5 is a globular cluster in the constellation
Serpens. It was discovered by Gottfried Kirch in 1702.
It should not be confused with the much fainter and
more distant globular cluster Palomar 5, which is
situated nearby in the sky.

Charles Messier also noted it in1764, but thought it
a nebula without any stars associated with it. William
Herschel was the first to resolve individual stars in
the cluster in 1791, counting roughly 200.

M5 is 165 light-years in diameter, M5 is one of the
. larger globular clusters known. The gravitational
i bY PRIV ‘ sphere of influence of M5, (ie. the volume of space in
s RO T which stars are gravitationally bound to it rather
i o than being torn away by the Milky Way's
ey b gravitational pull) has a radius of some 200 light-
' ol years.

At 13 billion years old it, M5 is also one of the older
globulars associated with the Milky Way Galaxy. Its
distance is about 24,500 light-years from Earth and
the cluster contains more than 100,000 stars, as
many as 500,000 according to some estimates.
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M6 Butterfly Cluster

Object Type: Open Cluster

Distance: 1,600 LY

Image : 30 minutes exp.

Scope: Newt oni an

Information

The Butterfly Cluster (cataloged as Messier 6 or M6, and as NGC
6405) is an open cluster of stars in the constellation of Scorpius.
Its name derives from the vague resemblance of its shape to a
butterfly.

The first astronomer to record the Butterfly Cluster's existence
was Giovanni Battista Hodierna in 1654. However, Robert
Burnham, Jr has proposed that the 1st century astronomer
Ptolemy may have seen it with the naked eye while observing its
neighbor the Ptolemy Cluster (M7). Charles Messier cataloged
the cluster as M6 in 1764. It was not till the 20th century that
star counts, distance, and other properties were measured.

Most of the bright stars in this cluster are hot, blue B type stars
but the brightest member is a K type orange giant star, BM
Scorpii, which contrasts sharply with its blue neighbors in
photographs. BM Scorpii, is classed as a semiregular variable
star, its brightness varying from magnitude +5.5 to magnitude
+7.0.

Estimates of the Butterfly Cluster's distance have varied over the
years, with a mean value of around 1,600 light years, giving it a
spatial dimension of some 12 light years. Modern measurements
show its total visual brightness to be magnitude 4.2.
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U R T e M7 Ptolemy Cluster
L g SRR R e L T Object Type: Open Cluster
¥ an o W Y e A Distance: 980 LY
T W T e SRS e ST Image : 14 minutes exp.
o g TR SR el e Sy Scope: Newt oni an 106

Rl M e s Information
N e SRR e A Sy 1 sk BB N b R GO Messier 7 or M7, also designated NGC 6475 and
R e R L e R sometimes known as the Ptolemy Cluster, is an open
TR o U g e BRI N G N S cluster of stars in the constellation of Scorpius. The
R TR B S T cluster is easily detectable with the naked eye, close to
the "stinger" of Scorpius.

0 T e A B N T M7 has been known since antiquity; it was first
e S ORR e A recorded by the 1st-century Greek-Roman astronomer
DTN i s SRR g T TN Ptolemy, who described it as a nebula in 130 AD. Italian

PRy e SRR LR e TR AN TR R astronomer Giovanni Batista Hodierna observed it
GRS L * et T T A Yk before 1654 and counted 30 stars in it. In 1764, French
AN O P e * R o Bl astronomer Charles Messier cataloged the cluster as
: W ; b, '__' -2 i e the seventh member in his list of comet-like objects.

A RN B ey o e T SR S English astronomer John Herschel described it as
T e T o v e "coarsely scattered clusters of stars".

o FER SR AN Telescopic observations of the cluster reveal about 80
e stars within a field of view of 1.3° across. At the

cluster's estimated distance of 980 light years this
corresponds to an actual diameter of 25 light years.
The age of the cluster is around 200 million years while
the brightest member star is of magnitude 5.6. In
terms of composition, the cluster contains a similar
abundance of elements other than hydrogen and
helium as the Sun.
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M8 Lagoon Nebula

Object Type: Emission Nebula
Distance: 5,000 LY

Image : 120 minutes exp.
Scope: 80mm APO
Information

The Lagoon Nebula is a giant interstellar cloud in the constellation
Sagittarius. It is classified as an emission nebula and as an H Ii
region. The Lagoon Nebula was discovered by Guillaume Le Gentil
in 1747 and is one of only two star-forming nebulae faintly visible to
the naked eye from mid-northern latitudes. Seen with binoculars, it
appears as a distinct oval cloudlike patch with a definite core. A
fragile star cluster appears superimposed on it.

The Lagoon Nebula is estimated to be between 4,000 6,000 light-
years from the Earth. In the sky of Earth, it spans 90' by 40',
translates to an actual dimension of 110 by 50 light years. Like many
nebulas, it appears pink in time-exposure color photos but is gray
to the eye peering through binoculars or a telescope. The Lagoon
Nebula also contains at its center a structure known as the
"Hourglass Nebula" (so named by John Herschel), which should not
be confused with the better-known Hourglass Nebula in the
constellation of Musca. In 2006 the first four Herbig -Haro objects
were detected within the Hourglass, also including HH 870. This
provides the first direct evidence of active star formation by
accretion within it.

The Lagoon Nebula was chosen as the subject of the Hubble Space
Telescope's 28th anniversary image, released in April 2018. The
visible and infrared views centered on the young star Herschel 36,
whose radiation and winds are carving the surrounding gas.
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M9

Object Type: Globular Cluster

Distance: 25,800 LY

Image : 18 minutes exp.

Scope: 1460

Information

Messier 9 or M9 (also designated NGC 6333) is a
globular cluster in the constellation of Ophiuchus. It
was discovered by Charles Messier in 1764.

M9 is one of the nearer globular clusters to the
center of the Milky Way Galaxy with a distance of
around 5,500 light-years. Its distance from Earth is
25,800 light-years.

The total luminosity of this cluster is around 120,000
times that of the Sun, the absolute magnitude being
-8.04. The brightest individual stars in M9 are of
apparent magnitude 13.5, making them visible in
moderately sized telescopes. There have been 13
variable stars found in M9.

SCT
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M10

Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 14,300 LY

Image : 15minutes exp.
Scope: G9.2506 SCT
Information

Messier 10 (also designated NGC 6254) is a globular
cluster in the constellation of Ophiuchus.

The object was discovered by Charles Messier on
May 29, 1764, who cataloged it as number 10 in his
list. He described it as a "nebula without stars", but
later study revealed it as a globular cluster of
thousands of stars.

M10 has an apparent diameter of some 20
arcminutes, about two-thirds of the apparent
diameter of the Moon. Viewed through medium -
sized telescopes it appearsabout half that size (8' to
9", as its bright core is only 35 light-years across.
M10 has a spatial diameter of 83 light-years and is
estimated to be 14,300 light-years away from Earth.
Four variable stars have been discovered in this
cluster.

This cluster completes an orbit through the Milky
Way galaxy about every 140 million years, during
which it crosses the plane of the galactic disk every
53 million years.



M11 Wild Duck Cluster
Object Type: Open Cluster
et Distance: 6,200 LY
IR Image : 40 minutes exp.
Scope: SCT 9.256

Information

Messier 11 (M11, NGC 6705) is one of the richest
and most compact of the galactic (open) clusters,
M11 contains an estimated 2900 stars, about 500 of
which are brighter than mag 14. An observer at the
center of M11 would see several hundred first
magnitude stars!

The age of the Wild Duck cluster has been estimated
to amount 220 million years, as its brightest and
hottest main sequence stars are of spectral type B8.

M11 was discovered by the German astronomer
Gottfried Kirch of the Berlin observatory in 1681. It
was apparently first resolved into stars by William
Derham about 1733. Charles Messier included it in
his catalog on May 30, 1764.

| Main Mehu |
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M12

Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 23,000 LY

Image : 35 minutes exp.
Scope: G9.250
Information

Messier 12 is a globular cluster in the constellation
of Ophiuchus. It was discovered by Charles Messier
on May 30, 1764.

Located roughly 3° in the sky from the cluster M10,
M12 is about 23,000 light-years from Earth and has
a spatial diameter of about 75 light -years. The
brightest stars of M12 are of 12th magnitude. It is
rather loosely packed for a globular and was once
thought to be a tightly concentrated open cluster.
Thirteen variable stars have been recorded in this
cluster.

A study published in 2006 concluded that this
cluster has an unusually low number of low mass
stars. The authors surmise that they were stripped
from the cluster by the gravitational influence of the
Milky Way.
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M13 Great Globular

Cluster in Hercules

Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 25,100 LY

Image : 30 minutes exp.
Scope: G9.250
Information

M13 (also known as the Great Globular Cluster in
Hercules) is a globular cluster in the constellation of
Hercules. M13 was discovered by Edmond Halley inl714,
and cataloged by Charles Messier on June 1, 1764. It has
an apparent magnitude of 5.8, it is barely visible with the
naked eye on a very clear night. Its diameter is about 23
arc minutes and it is readily viewable in small telescopes.

M13 is about 145 light-years in diameter, and it is
composed of several hundred thousand stars. M13 is
25,100 light-years away from Earth.

The Arecibo message of 1974, designed to communicate

the existence of human life to hypothetical

extraterrestrials, was transmitted toward M13. The reason
was that with a higher star density, the chances of a life
harboring planet with intelligent life forms, were higher.

Today we know M13 is mainly made of second

generation stars which are very old and low on heavy
elements which actually is a poor indication for the

existence of planets or life. In his original entry Messier
said this about M13: o0a beautiful
certain there are no starséo.

N
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Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 30,000 LY

Image : 50 minutes exp.
Scope: G9.250
Information

Messier 14 (also known as M14 or NGC 6402) is a
globular cluster in the constellation Ophiuchus. It
was discovered by Charles Messier in 1764. Aa
distance of about 30,000 light-years, M14 contains
several hundreds of thousands of stars. At an
apparent magnitude +7.6 it can be easily observed
with binoculars.

The total luminosity of M14 is in the order of
400,000 times that of the Sun corresponding to an
absolute magnitude of -9.12. The shape of the
cluster is decidedly elongated. M14 is about 100
light-years across.

Slightly over 3° southwest of M14 lies the faint
globular cluster NGC 6366.
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M15

Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 33,600 LY

Image : 95 minutes exp.
Scope: G9.250
Information

Messier 15 or M15 (also designated NGC 7078) is a
globular cluster in the constellation Pegasus. It was
discovered by JeanDominique Maraldi in 1746 and
included in Charles Messier's catalog of cometlike
objects in 1764. At an estimated 13.2 billion years
old, it is one of the oldest known globular clusters.

M15 is about 33,600 light-years from Earth. It has an
absolute magnitude of -9.2 which translates to a
total luminosity of 360,000 times that of the Sun.
Messier 15 is one of the most densely packed
globulars known in the Milky Way galaxy. Its core
has undergone a contraction known as 'core
collapse' and it has a central density cusp with an
enormous number of stars surrounding what may be
a central black hole.

Messier 15 contains 112 variable stars, a rather high
number. It also contains at least 8 pulsars, including
one double neutron star system, M15 C. Moreover,
M15 houses Pease 1, one of only four planetary
nebulae known to reside within a globular cluster,
which was discovered in 1928.
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M16 Eagle Nebula

Object Type: Emission Nebula
Distance: 6,500 LY

Image : 33minutes exp.
Scope: G9.250
Information

The Eagle Nebula is a young open cluster of stars in
the constellation Serpens, discovered by Jean
Philippe de Cheseaux in 174546. Its name derives
from its shape which is resembles an eagle. It is the
subject of a famous photograph by the Hubble
Space Telescope, which shows pillars of staforming
gas and dust within the nebula. The Eagle Nebula is
part of a diffuse emission nebula, or H Il region,
which is cataloged as IC 4703. This region of active
current star formation is about 6,500 light -years
distant. The tower of gas that can be seen coming
off the nebula is approximately 57 trillion miles (97
trillion km) high.

In October 2022 the James Webb Space Telescope
imaged the Pillars of Creation within M16, first with
its Near-Infrared Camera and then with its Mid-
Infrared Instrument. The infrared views revealed
newly formed stars embedded in and around the
columns that were not visible in the 1995 Hubble
image.



i M17 Omega (Swan)

it Nebula

Object Type: Emission Nebula

T Distance: 5,500 LY

L Image : 120 minutes exp.

Y Scope: AP 56
Information

The Omega Nebula, also known as the Swan Nebula
and the Horseshoe Nebula is an H Il region in the
v agaqY g o constellation Sagittarius. It was discovered by
e ',--'??‘;: a§ b Philippe Loys de Chéseaux in 1745. Charles Messier
e cataloged it in 1764. It is located in the rich star
fields of the Sagittarius area of the Milky Way.

The Omega Nebula is between 5,000 and 6,000
light-years from Earth and it spans some 15 light-
years in diameter. The cloud of interstellar matter of
which this nebula is a part is roughly 40 light-years
in diameter. The total mass of the Omega Nebula is
an estimated 800 solar masses.

PR . i An open cluster of 35 stars lies embedded in the
WS O e nebulosity and causes the gases of the nebula to
L T - ke | shine due to radiation from these hot, young stars.
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\HRS

Object Type: Open Cluster

Distance: 4,900 LY

Image : 18 minutes exp.

Scope: 146 SCT

Information

Messier 18 or M18 (also designated NGC 6613) is an
open cluster of stars in the constellation Sagittarius.
It was discovered by Charles Messier in 1764 and
included in his list of comet -like objects. From the
perspective of Earth, M18 is situated between the
Omega Nebula (M17) and the Sagittarius Star Cloud
(M24). Its age is estimated at 32 million years. It is
4,900 light-years away.
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M19

Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 28,700 LY
Image : 16 minutes exp.

Scope: 106 Newtoni

Information

Messier 19 or M19 (also designated NGC 6273) is a
globular cluster in the constellation Ophiuchus. It
was discovered by Charles Messier on June 51764
and added to his catalog of comet -like objects that
same year. It was resolved into individual stars by
William Herschel in 1784. His son, John Herschel,
described it as "a superb cluster resolvable into
countless stars".

M19 is one of the most oblate of the known globular
clusters. This flattening may not accurately reflect
the physical shape of the cluster because the
emitted light is being strongly absorbed along the
eastern edge. This is the result of extinction caused
by intervening gas and dust. When viewed in the
infrared, the cluster shows almost no flattening. It
lies at a distance of about 28.7 kly (8.8 kpc) from the
Solar System, andis quite near to the Galactic Center
at only about 6.5 kly (2.0 kpc) away.

This cluster contains an estimated 1,100,000 times
the mass of the Sun and it is around 11.9 billion

years old. The stellar population includes four
Cepheids and RV Tauri variables, plus at least one RR
Lyrae variable for which a period is known.

an



Object Type: Emission / Reflection & Dark
Nebula
B Distance: 5,000 LY
L BT Image : 240 minutes exp.
e Scope: AP 56

L e Information
0 The Trifid Nebula is an H Il region located in

Sagittarius. Its name means 'divided into three
lobes'. The object is an unusual combination of an

O 0e open cluster of stars, an emission nebula (red

i portion), a reflection nebula (blue portion) and a

A . dark nebula (the apparent 'gaps' within the emission

T e nebula that cause the trifid appearance; these are

Lo also designated Barnard 85). Viewed through a small

telescope, the Trifid Nebula is a bright and colorful

object, and is thus a perennial favorite of amateur

astronomers.

o R A stellar jet protrudes from the head of the cloud

B and is about 0.75 light-years long. The jet's source is
P a young stellar object deep within the cloud. Jets are

the exhaust gasses of star formation. Radiation from

. i g T3 the nebula’s central star makes the jet glow.
Egee ’ - . i, '.',‘f":‘ g G In January, 2005, NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope
cet iR R L L, e discovered 30 embryonic stars and 120 newborn
g wnmy o o oo stars not seen in visible light images.
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M21

Object Type: Open Cluster
Distance: 4,250 LY

Image : 45 minutes exp.
Scope: 80mm APO
Information

Messier 21 or M21 is an open cluster of stars in the
constellation of Sagittarius. It was discovered and
cataloged by Charles Messier on June 5, 1764.

M21 is a relatively young cluster of a mere 4.6
million years of age. It is tightly packed but contains
about 57 stars. A few blue giant stars have been
identified in the cluster, but Messier 21 is composed
mainly of small dim stars. With a magnitude of 6.5,
M21 is not visible to the naked eye; however, with
the smallest binoculars it can be easily spotted on a
dark night.
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M22

Object Type: Globular Cluster
Distance: 10,600 LY
Image : 20 minutes exp.

Scope: 106 Newtoni an

Information

Messier 22 (also known as M22 or NGC 6656) is an elliptical globular
cluster in the constellation Sagittarius, near the Galactic bulge region. It
is one of the brightest globulars that is visible in the night sky.

M22 was one of the first globulars to be discovered in 1665 by
Abraham lhle and it was included in Charles Messier's catalog of
comet-like objects on June 5, 1764.

It was one of the first globular clusters to be carefully studied first by
Harlow Shapley in 1930. He discovered roughly 70,000 stars and found
it had a dense core.

M22 is one of the nearer globular clusters to Earth at a distance of
about 10,600 light-years away. It spans 32' on the sky which translates
to a spatial diameter of 99 *+ 9 light-years. 32 variable stars have been
recorded in M22. It is projected in front of the galactic bulge and is
therefore useful for its microlensing effect on the background stars in
the bulge.

Despite its relative proximity to us, this metal-poor cluster's light is
limited by dust extinction, giving it an apparent magnitude of 5.5
making it the brightest globular cluster visible from mid -northern
latitudes (e.g. Europe and most of North America). However, due to its
southerly declination, M22 never rises high in the sky and so appears
less impressive than other summer sky globulars such as M13 and M5.



) ‘ M23

Object Type: Open Cluster

Distance: 2,150 LY

Image : 18 minutes exp.

Scope: 146 SCT

. . Information
' Messier 23 (also known as NGC 6494) is an open
i - cluster in the constellation Sagittarius. It was
- . . discovered by Charles Messier on June 20, 1764.

M23 is at a distance of about 2,150 light-years away
T from Earth, its radius is around 15-20 light years.
: ) There are some 150 identified members in this
® ' ' cluster, the brightest being of magnitude 9.2. M23
.. ' ‘& g can be found with a modestly sized telescope in the
: X rich star fields of the Sagittarius Milky Way.
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M24 Sagittarius Star

Cloud

Object Type: Star Cloud
Distance: 10,000 LY

Image : 35 minutes exp.
Scope: APO 80mm
Information

The Sagittarius Star Cloud (also known as Delle
Caustiche, Messier 24, IC 4715) is a star cloud in the
constellation of Sagittarius, approximately 600 light
years wide, which was discovered by Charles Messier in
1764. It is sometimes known as the Small Sagittarius
Star Cloud to distinguish it from the Great Sagittarius
Star Cloud located to the north of Gamma Sagittarii

and Delta Sagittarii.

The stars, clusters and other objects comprising M24
are part of the Sagittarius or Sagittarius-Carina arms of
the Milky Way galaxy. Messier described M24 as a
"large nebulosity containing many stars" and gave its
dimensions as being some 1.5 across. Some sources,
improperly, identify M24 as the faint cluster NGC 6603.
This star field also included a superb example of a dark
nebula Barnard 92.

M24 fills a space of significant volume to a depth of
10,000 to 16,000 light-years. This is themost dense
concentration of individual stars visible using
binoculars, with around 1,000 stars visible within a
single field of view.
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M25

Object Type: Open Cluster

Distance: 2,000 LY

Image : 18 minutes exp.

Scope: 146 SCT

Information

Open Cluster M25 (also known as Messier Object 25
or IC 4725) is an open cluster in the constellation
Sagittarius. It was discovered by Philippe Loys de
Chéseaux in 1745 and included in Charles Messier's
listin 1764.

M25 is at a distance of about 2,000 light-years away
from Earth. The spatial dimension of this cluster is
about 19 light years across.
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M26

Object Type: Open Cluster
Distance: 5,000 LY

Image : 20 minutes exp.
Scope: APO 80mm
Information

Open Cluster M26 (also known as Messier Object 26
or NGC 6694) is an open cluster in the constellation
Scutum. It was discovered by Charles Messier in
1764.

M26 spans about 22 light years across and is at a
distance of 5,000 light years from the Earth. The
brightest star is of magnitude 11.9 and the age of
this cluster has been calculated to be 89 million
years. An interesting feature of M26 is a region of
low star density near the nucleus, most likely caused
by an obscuring cloud of interstellar matter between
us and the cluster.








































































































































































































































































